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John 15:9-17


“I have made known to you everything  
that I have heard from my Father.” 

Our patron saint, Saint John the Evangelist, is unique 
among the four evangelists.  His account of Jesus’ life 
includes no birth narrative.  There’s no description of 
Mary and Joseph, no angels in the night sky, or 
shepherds keeping watch over their flocks by night, or 
gathering with Magi around a manger in Bethlehem.  


Instead, after an extended prologue, Saint John 
launches right into a description of Jesus from John 
the Baptist who exclaims: “Look, there is the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world.”  


This exclamation introduces a key theme in the gospel 
narrative, the ability to see Jesus clearly.  The entire 
gospel is structured around three things: seven signs 
that reveal the glory of Jesus, seven “I am” statements, 
and a repeated imperative to wait for Jesus' great 
“hour of glory” to be revealed.  


This third piece, the revelation of the hour of glory, is 
finally triggered by Judas’ decision to leave the table 
where Jesus celebrates the passover meal in the upper 
room.  This sets in motion the events of the trial, 

condemnation, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  It is 
these combined events, the passion and resurrection, 
that are understood to be the extended hour of Jesus’ 
brightest glory.  This is the final event, the one that 
we’ve all been waiting for, to help us see Jesus clearly.


From the beginning of the gospel to the end John the 
Evangelist is helping us see Jesus.  


Jesus’ question to Andrew at the beginning of the 
gospel, or his question to the soldiers who come to 
arrest him at the end of the gospel is the same:  
“Whom are you looking for?”  


Finally we hear Mary Magdalene, running in the 
morning darkness from the garden tomb to announce 
to the others, “I have seen the Lord.” She perhaps is 
the first one to see Jesus most fully, most clearly, in all 
his glory.


This recurring theme of looking for and finally seeing 
Jesus is what Saint John is all about.  He introduces it 
in the prologue as the Word of God which existed 
before creation; the Light of the world which cannot be 
extinguished; the Lamb of God which takes away the 
sin of the world.  This eternal Word, this divine Light, 
and this pascal Lamb enters into our human frailty in a 
particular moment in time, all so that we can see the 
glory of God, and ultimately, by the mercy of God, find 
ourselves dwelling, or abiding, with God.  


The gospel of John is a beautifully constructed piece of 
writing that concludes, “All of these things are written 



that you might come to believe (or see) that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing (or seeing) you might have life.”


So if this is what our patron saint is about, then it is 
also what we are about.  Seeing the glory of God, as it 
has been revealed in Jesus.  So that like the guests at 
the wedding in Cana, or the woman at the well; or like 
the paralytic who sat by the pool, or the multitude 
hungry in the wilderness; or like the man born blind, or 
Mary and Martha grieving over the death of their dear 
brother, Lazarus, we too, like all of them, might be 
delivered from shame and fear and despair and 
discover that we have we been given the gift of life.  


“I have come that you might have life, and have it 
abundantly,” Jesus says.  


May we hear the testimony of Mary, “I have seen the 
Lord”; and may we receive the testimony of this 
beloved disciple that Jesus is the Messiah.  And having 
heard and received their testimony, may all that we do 
help one another and others to embrace and ever hold 
fast to the source of that life: Jesus Christ, Word of 
God, the Light of the world, and the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world.  
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